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It may be confidently said at present, that the use of
police planes is an immense improvement on anything
yet available for the lesser military services on our own
and the French wilder Frontiers. In this connection it
should, however, be realised that there is not jet one fighting
Squadron in India, to meet any Russian threats from the
air.

It is equally obvious that neither Japan nor China can
get on without them. The relieving of Manchukuo of her
astounding banditry can only be done in conjunction with
planes, while it seems just possible that if she can organise
an efficient air force China may be able to control her
war lords. It seems the one hope of a modern China
taking the place of the Manchus who alone maintained
any complete though obsolescent hold.

The conclusion in this matter is that until the Angel
of Peace will descend on all minds or is admitted to all
hearts, an Air Force is too useful an arm to be surrendered.
This incubus of a third dimension in which war is possible,
has fastened its expenditure on an unwilling world, and
incidentally has produced a very wonderful class of men,
for whom since the Spanish Main and Francis Drake
passed away, the world has found no adequate role*

THE SEA AND AIR CONTROVERSY

There is every sign that in the renewed controversy
between sea and air power, which the revival of anxiety
over our defensive arrangements has engendered, the
contest of wits and pens will be acute. It deserves to be
so if of the right sort. It is quite beyond the power of
laymen to decide the merits of the discussion. If the sea-
wing of the Air Force is to be as it is now ami become
more and more part and pared of the Navy, then we may
fed that the question will be settled without the least
suspicion of axe-grinding. The problem just stated M to